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. H iTlhtl I 1 1 I n I W I I f i ■ ■ ■■ I ■ ■ ■* T II , , 

X HE true faxowledge of God> and experience 
.of his workings in and upon the foul, has pro^ 
duced many excellent tSe&s, which for oar 
inftru<aion, edification and comfort^ haVe through 
divme counfel, been tranfmitted to us in the Sacred 
JRecords; that we through patience and comfoit 
of the Scriptures, might be made partakers of 
the promife ; ^n as die Apoftte Retw told die 
great multitude aflembled on die day of Penticof^ 
(Ads chap. 11. V. 39.) ^The promife is unto 
you, and to your children, and to all that are afat 
off, eveh as many as the Lord our Cod Qiali call.'* 

And the Apoftle John in his firft general Epiftle 
thus addrefles the believers — " That which was 
from the beginning, which we have heard, which 
We have feen with our eyes, which we have looked 
upon, and our hands have handled of the word of 
Life, (for the Life was manifefted and we have 
4een it, and bear witnefs, and (hew unto you that 
J£ternal Life, which was with die Father, and. 
A 2 w^^ 
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was manifefted unto us) that which we have feea 
and heard, declare we unto you, that ye alfo may 
have fellowftiip with us, and truly our fellowfhip is 
with the Father, and with his Son Jefus Chrift, and 
thefe things write we unto you that your joy may be 
full. This then is the meffage which we have head 
q{ him, and declare unto you, that God is light, 
and in him is no darknefs at all. If we fay that 
we have fellowfliip with him and walk in darknefs> 
we lie, and do not the truth. But if we walk in 
the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowftiip 
one with another, and the blood of Jefus Chrif; 
his Son, cleanfeth us from all fin.*' 

Thus through the conftraining power of divine 
love, the Appfdes were engaged for the falvation of 
men. And why (hould it be efteemed a thing ftrange, 
that in this degenerate age, the Almighty for the 
awakening of mankind from the lethargy of fin, and 
opening their eyes, leaft they fleep the fleep of death, 
is pleafed to renew his loving kindnefs as of old^ 
and pour forth his fpirit afrefti, on fons and daugh-, 
ters, fervants and handmaids, thereby anointing 
and rightly appointing them, through the difcharge 

of 
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of their gift in the fpirit of prophecy, to revive 
the life of Chriftianity, the primitive power of 
Godlincfs, which by multitndes profefling it, is 
little known and Icfs pra£lifed, having been long' 
fiipprefled, and in this age almoft denied by manyy 
*nd fupplanted by mere form? And whether it be 
not requifite,* where we are fenfible by the irreligi- 
Qus lives of. men, (whatever profeffion they may 
be diftingiiiftied by) that in faft they are enemies 
to the Crofs of Chrift, and deny the power of 
Godlinefs, from fuch to turn a'sjay^ confiftently with 
tbe advice of jhe Apoftle Paul, I leave to the con- 
federation of fuch as fuffer not prejudice to over* 
TvSq judgment, if any fuch there be into whofe 
hands this may fall, let them be pleafed to under^ 
f^nd that the intent of the Author in committing the 
following narrative to the infpeftion and perufal o^ 
the public, is that many may come to hear and fear, 
him, give glory to and worfhip him, that made 
i)eaven and earth, the feas, and the fountains of 
waters, even as the Angel which John favr 
(Rev. chap. XIV. v. 6. 7.) fly in the midft of 
Heaven, having the everlafting gofpel to preach 
unto them that dwell on the earth, &c. and 
proclaiming the hour of his judgment to be come. 
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N© tnotire tot a fenfe of duty toGcK^ tn8 CftilW 
^afliooate regard for the welfare of my felloW 
creatures, could haVe induced me to pfiblifh thingi 
^hich of choice I ihould bufy ia obiitrion^ anil 
Xiot expofe si life attended with trials and afflic- 
ttons, alitioft unparelleled in the prefenf age. Buf 
the fecret power and invifibte ()refcnce of air 
Almighty Providence, has hitherto mercifully 
preferved me| in a degree of patience and rcfig- 
ftation to his ivilli through t^ many trrbulationS» 
that in the wifdom erf* his piovident^e have beoH 
allotted me ; at the remembrance of tvhichi (as tfaar 
mournful PropJiet faid of the wormwood and iht 
£dU) my fouHs himibled withiift me. And if the 
account ei them may be in any degree in(lru6Uve^ 
^H* of encouragement to my fellow creatures, in 
the courfe of their Chriftian warfare againft the 
^powets of darknefs and dclu(ion> kt the praift^ 
jttid thankfgiving be to the Aiithor of every good 
md perfeft gift, as God over all wordiy the praifij 
<«f his w&tkSf now and ibr ever> 
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NARRATIVE. 



I WAS born in Staffbrdfhire at Cawden- 
Kail, near Leek, In the Moorfends, in the 
year 1714 ; but Providence feeing meet ta 
take away my mother about two year* 
after, my father, being left with a daughter 
about four years old, and myfelf, left 
Cawden and refided at Leek during hii$ 
fife, which, was about thref years after the 
deceafe of my dear mother; but Provi* 
dence was pleafed to favour my fifter and 
me very highly, in dire6ting my father ta 
choofc for our guardian one wbofe care^ 
fidelity and tendernefs was fo great, that 
it fupplied in all refpefb the lofs we 
ikould otherwife have fuftained, in beinst 
fi> early deprived of our parents. 



Our trufty guar^n was brolber-in-Iatr 
to my father, through a marriage between 
lii^ &ther and my father*^ mother, but by 
his affeflionate cordu6l to my father 
and to us ever fince we came under 
Iw care^ he might be efle^jned a much 

nearer 
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liearer relation : his concern for our prtf-* 
fent and future happinefs was demon- 
ftrated in placing us with fuch perfons a$ 
itiight be confided in, and alfo be inftru- 
mental to implant in our tender age, a 
love of virtue and abhorrence of vice. 
The education he gave us was liberal, 
being equal with that of many of much 
greater affluence, though through the 
goodtiefs of Providence, (and my uHcle's 
care) we had more than fufficient„ 
and rather abounded than fulTered want. 
We were inftrufled in reading, wri- 
ting, working, and other things — as 
tiiufic and dancing, which by fomci were 
thought expedient for our fex and fortune, 
and which I had naturally a great life in, 
and which in my more mature age, coft 
me much forrow to lay afide ; together with 
other follies of the like tendency, viz. 
finging, playing at cards, &c. which in 
the courfe of this little hiftory, I may 
further treat on. 

At our removal from boarding-fchool, 
after being there inftrufted as above, we 

came 
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tvCihe ihto Chefliire, where we boarded witii 
Jih acquaintance of my uncle's, a perfon or 
;^reat iiriderftanding and prudence, who 
liad married an acquaintance of oui*s : and 
tdt upwarrfs of fix years we lived together, 
1^ fhink it may truly be faid in as great 
rtarmony and friendfliip, as if our happi- 
ri^Ts depended on eacli other's welfare ; 
B^ing all of us efleemed fober and religi- 
ous, riiofe than fome of our acquaintance 
6f thfe fame profeiflfion, "viz. the Church of 
England ; being diligent not only in fre- 
quenting the public worfliip, but in pri- 
vate prayer in the family, and after that 
^part in our clofets, where (more than in 
public) I was often favoured with the 
Vvarniing beams of divine love, which being 
fweetly infufed and flied abroad in my heart> 
afnimatcd me with a fccret love for retire- 
ment, feeling the ferenity and calmnefs 
it brought nie into, in which fituation 
great was the condefcenfion of divine^ 
goodnefs to me; he being nearer to mp than 
t was aware, to ftrcngthen and encourage 
every good refolution in me, and alfo to 
B judge 
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judge and fupprefs every thing that tended 
to my hurt, giving me diftindlly to difcern 
between the one and the other ; and like a 
tender father, fpeaking peace to me when 
I chofe the good, and following me with 
the reproofs of inftruftion, when I joined 
with any prefentation, that engroffed too 
much of my time, and was in danger of 
being a competitor with him in my affec- 
tion. For I oft found a ftruggle in my 
breaft betwixt religious inclinations, and 
a too great propenfity to fuch earthly 
pleafures as are efteemed innocent by 
many, but ceafed, (after conviftion) to 
be fo to me. And as I duly regarded my 
inward monitor, I found with the Apofile, 
the friendftiip of the world to be in its 
nature, enmity with God ; but I yet knew 
not how I fliould be enabled to renounce it, 
or be redeemed out of it, often lamenting 
that my affeflion Ihould be divided, or 
drawn too much from the Creator into the 
creatures, and wifhing I had been a com- 
panion with the Apoftles and Primitive; 
Chriftians^ who followed Chrift in a holy 

felf- 
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felf-denying life and converfation, and 
longed ta know if there were in this pre- 
ient age, any that were like minded. 

And in thefe ferious reflexions I was 
led to confider the profeffion and conduft 
of mankind in genera^ and compare it 
with the practice of the Primitive Believ- 
ers, and often in fecret bemoaned the 
great difparity and declenfion in life and 
converfation, which I evidently faw in our 
conduQ when compared with theirs ; and 
fomettmes the people called Quakers, were 
l>rought into my remembrance, as a plain, 
fimple, honeft-hearted people, that were 
feparated from the follies and friendfliip 
of the prefent world, demonftrating both 
in their apparel, condu6l and language, as 
alfo by their loving one another, that 
Chrift was their Lord ; and that in the main 
their a£lions were more correfpondent 
with his doftrine and example, thaxi ours 
of » the Church of England, or any other 
people of my acquaintance. But however, 
juft and impartial thefe reflefliona were]^ 
B z they 
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they gptye me cQi^fidcrabl^ cpncem tQ^thiq^ 
that any ftipiild in reality go j^fyond thp 
members of tjie ChurcJ> pf ^ngl^pc^, ip 
conformity of life, &c. to the example 
of CJirift and hi^ Appftles, as 1 aoiiUl not 
in truth deny the Quakers did. And as 
I kept in a hvin^bl^ frame of mind, I 
felt a fecret love and approbatipn of their 
fjmplicify and godly fincerity, though I 
had nQ great acquaintance with them> nor 
\yas muph cpnverfant with their writings, 
neither had h^m at more than two o^ 
iheir religious meetings^ ^ad thofe whett 
I was very young; but the inward fenfle- 
given me of them as a people, fo confcir 
entious in their converfe and commerce 
amonglt men, kept me from prejudice 
^gaind them, nor durill, like fojne of my 
acquaintance, (though in other cafes I had 
^3 quick a fatyriqal difpofition as mod) 
^nakev thi3 people the fubje6l of ridicule, 
por fpcak . lightly of the fpirit they pro^ 
fefled, feeling in the interior of my mind' 
it woukl be at my own peril, if I flipuld 
(o daringly and imprudently indulge my 

wit. 
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wit. Thus tfarougfa inany fnares in com!- 
f)a«iyand cx>uv£rfatidn, I \tfas by atteiitioil 
Jo my fecriet uaonilor, tapght to do by 
others as I would tiiey fliouid do to me 
and preferved ia a degree of inndcency^ 
feeling the reward in my ovvn br^aft, of 
faithfulnefs to divine inftruflion, to be 
pea^e and joy in the Holy Ghoft. And 
thus at an age whe» the world ainl vifible 
(^'e£ls fought moil to allure me, it pleafed 
the Almighty in an eminent manner/ to 
to, vifit and feparate me from my former 
bdov«ds, relations, acquaintance, cuftbmk 
4ftd maawieis. 

In the year 1 754, being juQ Uxxnei 
twenty, I was brought into a very feriou^. 
fiate of mind, owing to a fudden indifpo*^ 
iit\0T\ feiziqg my dear ^fter,, ^vho with 
myfelf had ta that time been favoured 
with a great fhare of health ^nd profpentyj, 
harmony and conpord. But this, was not 
always to laft; foi: th§ fudden ftroke of 
ficknefs which nxy ppgr fifter haci deeply 
^fr^6\ed us both; s^d itjyin§ heavy on her 

fpirits 
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fpirits, made her apprehenfive of fiidden 
deaths which terrified us all, and was as a 
fword piercing thaough my heart, till I 
was brought to calmnefs and confideration 
jpf the innocence and fweetnefs of her 
temper and pad life, from which I hoped 
ihe needed not dread the approach of 
death ; but (hould it prove her end, which 
I did not apprehend it would, I hoped there 
was no room to doubt her happinefs Yet 
grieving to fee her fo afflifted, and being 
naturally of a bolder fpirit than (he, I was 
ready to petition the Almighty in the 
fecret of my mind, that (he might be re- 
lieved if it were confiftent with his will, and 
if one of us muft fuflfer, that it might 
rather be myfelf than (he, judging myfelf 
lefs timorous; but in the midft of thefe 
confiderations^ I was informed as certainly 
in my own confcience^ as if it had been 
told me by a perfon of unqueftionablc? 
validity and authority, that I muft undergo 
a great work, and know a thorough change 
before I could be prepared for a happy 
death. A query arifmg in me what this 

could 
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could import, and what this change maft 

be, I preferttly had an anfwer uttered to 

my bread with great weight and folemnity 

lo this efFeft — The change is this: Thoit 

mud with others bear the Crois in the 

clofeft way, and become a Quaker ! Word* 

cannot exprefs the fituation of my mind 

in this critical junflure. Hope and fear 

both for my fitter and myfelf, fucceffively 

took place ; but I endeavoured as much as 

I could to furmount the conflift I was 

under, and aid my poor lifter, whofe illnefs 

ftill increafing, and in a little time reducing 

her to a very weak ftate, my thoughts and 

time were pretty much engaged on her 

account; and being moftly abftrafted 

from worldly views of any kind, I had the 

better opportum-ty in that retirement, to 

adhere to the reproofs of inftruftioh, and 

impartially weigh every prefentation. And 

great indeed was the condefcenfion of 

Divine Wifdom to me in this folid difpoft- 

tion of mind, many paflages in the fcrip - 

tures were unfolded to me in fo lively and 

affefting a mannejr, that my underftanding 

W9» 
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"vras enlarged, and ftiy hedft ni6i^ jK)^e*=if' 
fully alTcftcd witfc the teathings of- tM 
Heavenly fnlkuftor, iil ^ few days> tfian 
ever I had witneffed By dutward means or 
mfl;ru£k)r, thougll from my childhood I 
had been diligent? in af tendance of rcligibur 
duties, both' ju^felic and private, and was- 
by Come thought t& have profited therfeih 
more than many of my age or fex. 

Bxit when the light of divine^ life arofe^ 
^nd fhone in my hear^^, it difdove'red to me 
all that ever I did, both what flood ap^ 
Jjroved and what was reprovable, in the* 
fight of the Almighty; adininiftering- peace* 
in the former, and bringing the line of 
judgment over the latter; letting me fee^ 
clearly, that although the ,1iimes of infancy 
or ignorance had been winked at, and T 
had therein been held l^lamelefs or excu- 
sable, the day now dawned, and the day- 
liar arofe whereby I plainly faw all types 
and fliadows to be fulfilled, as being at bell, 
as the Apoftle fays, but of the law which ^ 
makes nothing ]}evk£i, though iu meafure 

it 
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k may be crar fchoolmefft^ry to briHg us t» 
Chrift, who indeed fpeaks iii thfe enliglrt-i 
cned foul more cldfely, and aptly tb it^ 
ftate, thati etet" Bfiatt fpOke; as I evidently 
fbtindi ahd ds evidently favr whdt t<* 
choofe and wtat fo i^efrift. And when t 
obeyed the heavenly vifion, ill fhunning' 
what it difdpproved and doing wh^t it 
requii^ed^ I Was filled with peace and joy ill 
the Holy 6hoft. But when through hUmart 
Weaknefs, or the oppofition of my relatioilist 
and acquaintance, I fuflfered itiyfelf to be' 
diverted from my attention and obedience^' 
to the ingrafted Word of divine WifdoW 
and began to reafon with iflefh stnd bloOtf, 
I loft my ftreftgth, was bereft of ray joy 
and heavenly cotifolation, and becaine ^s 
Weak, yea, weaker than thofe th^t hid not 
b^il favoured as I had been with the inl- 
itiedialt^ mfanifeftatton of truth, by th6 
revelation of the San of Gorf ift the foul;^ 
a cloud of thick darknefs was fuffered to 
interpofe as the effeft of my difobedience, 
an'cf veil the divine prefence; infomuch 
that witb refpefl to enjoying a communion 
*C with 
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>ith my maker, I was as a vagabond on 
the earth ! All my eti amies were Ifet loofe 
cpon me, and my iniquities came over 
my head as a fore burden too heavy for 
^le to bear; and what completed my 
f#rrow was, that when in this my diftrefs, 
I called upon the Lord, he rejefled my 
prayer ! In vain I drove to appeafe him 
with any facrifice in lieu of obedience to 
^lis fpirit; all siy abftinence, bodily ex- 
ercife and voluntary humility profited 
nothing, but left me wretched, poor, and 
deftitute of real comfort, fubjeft to vari- 
ous temptations without from the world, 
and within from the fenfe of my fallen 
ftate and ingratitude to God^ which had 
caufed him to hide his face from me in 
difpleafure ; and I feared I muft never more 
be favoured with the light of his counte- 
nance, but be for ever loft in obfcurity> 
and fhut up in grofs darknefs. 

And had not the invifible arm of divine ' 
power fecretly preferved me, I had cer- 
tainly fallen a vi6lim to the power of 
darknefs, in that hour of clofe tempta- 
tion 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



19 

tion, wherein, through the fuggeftions of* 
Satan, I efteemed myfelf utterly aban- 
doned and forfaken of God : and in fuch 
a circumftance dreading the continuance 
of my days on earth, leaft I (hould be 
fuffered to fall into evil praflices, I ear* 
neftly fought death, and refilled unto blood 
ftriving againft fin ! My liff* being a bur- 
den unto me, when bereft of the light of 
life, I refufed my natural food, thinking I 
might by that means gradually compafs 
bodily dilfolution, with the leafl; imputa- 
tion of reproach. But my relations, efpe- 
cially my dear fitter, having a watchful eye 
over me, and being greatly concerned leaft 
I Ihould by my abftinence (horten ray life, 
' obliged me fometimes to take food ; but 
it was fo little they could prevail with me 
to take, that they faid, and I have often 
fince thought, that it was a wonder I pined 
not away ; which was what I fecretly aimed 
at. But the grand enemy of fouls was 
fruftrated in this his attempt on my life >• 
and I plainly Taw that I (hould not be fuf* 
fered, however defirous of death, to be 
my own executioner. 

Cn Xhu8 
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Thus the enemy was ^ain d^fc^jted of 
his purpofe; and finding he cguld cot 
touch niy life^ laid his baits a^otb^r way ; 
and in order to make the way of truth I 
h^d been convinced of, appear defpJic;iblQ 
to m^ and my acquaintance, he fecr^etly ixx" 
je6led a fuppofition into one of my aeapeft 
intimates, that polfibly it might be tba 
good opinion I and pur lamilv* efpeciaUy 
herfelf, had entertained of a neighbour of 
ours who had fometi.mes been a^t the houfe, 
and done many a6ls of friendlhip for u^, 
that had biaffed my judgment in favour of 
the Quaker's principles; he beings ftrifl; 
Quaker, and very cpnfcientipus in hi& 
whole condu6l and converfatiojo, which I 
thought was praife-worthy both in hin^ 
and othei;s. But I was very f^^ froiWr 
any perfonal liking or affeftioq tp bim^ 
though a report was foop fpread th^ I wa» 
in love with him ; how little grpupd thex^ 
was fpr fuch a conjeQure^ qjid in what 
degree he w^s in/lrumental in my ooun 
vjncement^ the feqyel of thi« Jifttle hift^Jt'y 
Ihqll as brie^fly as I aip capaWe^ boneftjy^ - 
fet forth. 

The 
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The crofs being fe great, and the cUviji^ in- 
fluence ii> great meafure obfcured through 
my difobedionce, I fell ixt witb my acquam^ 
tance in refifldng the fpirlt of grace and 
wifdom in it3 reproafs^ conviftions ai^d 
inftn).£ljon5> and pafllvely gave way to 
the perfuafions of my imimates!, ta 
try if the ftri6iefl: life in ib^ way of 
the Church pf England, would not excufe 
me in the iight of my Maker, and meet 
with his appobaJtion'-'O ! the forbcairaiiG« 
of a roercifiul Fatter to me in that time of 
probation; that he did not confume m« 
by the breath of his ditpleafure, for indeed 
it wa^ JAiiUy kindled again jl me, and burn* 
inwardly as a^n oven ; and 1 1^^ brought tpi 
experience in the words of David, Sacri^ 
jice and meat offerings thou xcouldeji not 
ficcepty nor any thing fhort of perfe6l 
obedience ta the divine manifeftation ! 
JBuut my way, as the momtiful Prop^t 
expreflfes, was made up as with hemnfione^ 
and all al4iempU to open it proved ineff^ce* 
tud, until' ft pkafed inflnile WiiHom to 
hv^w me agaia wkb^ lighc from on high, 

wfaicli 
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which overcame the darknefs, and in time 
wrought my deliverance through manifold 
afHiStions, inward and outward, that would 
have overwhelmed the ftouteft of mortals, 
had not divine aid interpofed and fecretly 
preferved, to the praife of his own name, 
who with the temptation made a way to 
^fcape, after I had continued about a year 
and nine months, in this precarious halting 
flate, throughly convinced of my duty^ 
but flriving to evade it, and feeking peace 
where I was made fenfible it was not to 
be found ; which made the crofs I had to 
lake up in giving up to the heavenly vifionj, 
much greater, and my way to the king- 
dom ftraiter than it would have been, if I 
bad not made my bonds ftrong by oppo- 
fition. 

In the courfe of this proving feafon, 
much pains were taken by my relations, for 
the reftoration of my health and tranquil- 
lity of mind; but all proved inefFeflual,: 
till the great and good Samaritan appeared 
for my help, and in his own time adminiC- 
tered the wine and the oil to my tortured 
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and woiinded foul, that had been toffed 
with temped and not comforted ! In this 
inten^al I made a vifit to my dear uncle, 
my trufty guardian, vrhofe care over me 
was great ; and I have reafon to believe 
from his own expreflions, the Almighty 
made him fenfible in a good degree, of the 
neceffity I lay under of making this great 
change before hinted at, and alfo of my 
regard to him, as my uncle and guardian, 
and my timoroufnefs of offending him, 
on the one fide, and my heavenly father 
on the other, by my repeated delays of 
coming up in the way of divine manifef- 
tation. 

The fearcher of hearts who knew the 
llrait I was in, wrought upon my uncle in 
my favour, and made him plead my cauf^ 
with them, that Jirove againjl me, and 
with a courage becoming his flation, affert 
and plead for my jufl liberty of worfhip- 
ping God in the way I believed to be right; 
faying, I had as good a title to this liberty 
as any perfon, and none fhould abridge me 
of it, ,and he (land by; at the fame time 
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wquefting I would giveja writkig, for k5# 
vindication^ the reitfons that induced me 
to embrace the principles of the Qu^kers> 
which in the fimplicity and mtegfity of 
my hearty I immediately committed to 
writings as the the Holy fpirit opened my 
heart and<lire6led my pen as foUowetb. 

'^ It is about a year and a half fince God 
was pleafed to declare to me his divine 
will, in the manner following :*' 

*rhat if I would obey and be governed 
by his will, he would accept me, and make 
me the difciple of his beloved Ton ; but 
to attain to this defirable blefling, he re- 
quired that I (hould entirely lay afide all 
the vanity and foolifli amufements of the 
world, which are a great hindrance to our 
fpiritual progrefs, and fuffer not his word 
when received to take effeftual root in the 
heart. This I had experienced to be very 
true, therefore I implored his divine aflifi- 
ance to enable me to lay afide whatfocvcr 
was contrary to his will, or might hinder 
my performance q£ it acceptablyj refigning 

myfelf 
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ittyfelf entirely into his hand, as clay into 
the hands of the potter, defiring to 
be what beft pleafed my God ; in order 
to which he gave me an inexpreffible 
fatisfaftion^ in humbly reading his holy 
word, which plainly fheweth us the way> 
the truth, and the life himfelf taught us; 
i feldom took up the book but it opened 
in 1 ft Chapter of St. John's Gofpel, which 
happening fo many times much afFefled 
me, as I am perfuaded it would have done 
any ferious'' perfon> who, obedient to the 
Gofpel, had a defire to work out their own 
falvation with fear and trembling, which 
it behoves all very zealoufly to do, it being 
a work none is permitted to do for us. 

1 happened about this time to fee a per- 
fon a Quaker, from whofe opinion the 
world imagines I conceived mine ; how 
far I did> I will Ihew in as faithful a manner 
as I am capable. He feeing me more 
thoughtful than ufual, alked if I was Well, 
or if it was for my fifter, (who was then 
ill) that I was in fo great a concern- If 
it was only upon her account, he begged 
T> me 
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me to he content^ believing he then faJd 
her ittnefs vrould not be fatal, but would 
be removed in God*s good tfme. If my 
concem vraci upon my own 'account^ he 
f^id I muft apply to God and his holy 
word for afliftance and relief, and fub* 
xnit inyfelf entirely to hhn, who h all 
powerful to relieve the affli£ied and dif^ 
trefled. What fault could I find with thid 
advice ? I know it to be agreeable to Scrip* 
tnre and right rcafon, and had it proceeded 
from the mouth of a Turk, I fliouki have 
been delirous to put it in pra3ice; but 
how great wa» my concern which I found, 
liot from him, but by a fecret impulfe till 
that time unknown to me, that to be a 
difciple of Chrift, I muft make a thorough 
change in life and manners, become a new 
C^rcfature, be bom again, to be made an 
inheritor of Chrift's kingdom. Unwilling 
ftill to entertain a thought in fa\our of 
the Quakers, I thus reafoned— Lord I ever 
found forae of them to be a plain and I 
believe a (incere people, but they allow 
not the outward inftitutionsof Baptifm and 
the Lwd's Supper, which furely were com- 
manded 
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manded by our Bleffed Lord and Mafter. 
To which, as though I heard d voice, I 
thus was anfwered — " Obey my will, add 
thou (halt find my flelh is meat indeed^ 
and my blood is drink indeed, aftd I am 
the Lord ! I dwell not in temples made 
with hands, my choffen tabernacle is the 
heart ; remember my ftrvant David's W6*ds, 
Ss^crifice and meat 6ffering for fill thou 
wouldeft not^ but a broken and dbntrite 
heart thou wilt not defpife." What faid ^y 
fervant Samuel to Saul, who fpared of the 
flock for facrifice—^^' Behold obedience is 
better than facrifice, and to hearken than 
the fat of rams." Confuted thus far in my 
Opinion, my troubled foul thus expreffed 
her grief; is there Lord, no way but this 
wherein I may live agreeably to thy holy 
will ? tnuft I wholly renounce the opinion 
it Jileafed thee I fliould be bi^ought up in, 
which as my natural mother claihis me as 
her child ? Oh ! nioft fevere and firy 
trial ! I have read thy word is fhairp and 
piercing, yea, (harper than arty two-edged 
fword ; and fo Indeed I find it to be even 
to the dividing afunder, of foul and fpirit, 
D 2 joints 
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joints and marrow; what will my frienda 
and all the world fay of me, if I proffeft 
the opinion of a peeple fo much defpifed ? 
Oh ! that when I was born I had given up 
the ghoft, then I had been at peace. 

After thefe refleftions I endeavoured to 
compofe myfelf, but in vain ; my foul like 
a troubled fea, found no r^ft, and I heard 
SIS though a voice had pronounced thefc 
words— Knoweft thou, O weak woman, 
whofe will thou thus difputeft ? Confider 
and dare not to offend me — remember I 
am God, able to kill and make alive, wilt 
thou then to pleafe the world, and thy 
own will difobey me, who can deftroy both 
body and foul in hell? — Obey my will, 
and thou (halt find it fliall be well with thee. 
As to what the world may fay of thee, 
remember it is enmity with ehrifl;;jhat 
they who are off it, have no part in him ; 
thou cauft not ferve God and Mammon; 
if thou wifely makeft choice of my fer- 
vice, adhere to this the day of thy vifita- 
tion, and thou (halt affuredly find my grace 
fufficient for thee, otherwife it will be hard, 

(ho^ 
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thou wilt find, to difobey and call mjr word* 
behind thee ; remember Paul, he flood not 
difputing in this circumftance. My whole 
defire ^nd prayer to God was, that he 
would fpeak no more to me in wrath, left 
I (hould be con fumed with the breath of 
his difpleafure. I could not make ufe of 
the forms of prayer I ufed to do, by reafon 
they rather augmented than eafed the 
confli6ls I laboured under, like medicines 
wrong applied ; I then truly knew my own 
weaknefs, that of myfelf I knew not what 
to pray for; but the fpirit greatly helped 
my infirmities, with figlis and groans unut* 
terable. Still unwilling to reveal the con-^ 
fliCls I laboured under on account of my 
fitter's illnefs, I ftrove as much as pofflble 
to keep my concern to myfelf, well know- 
ing it was God alone and his holy wordi 
that could relieve me, unto which I ever 
fled as the anchor of my hopes, and folver 
of my doubts ; fo great was my concern, 
that it (hewed itfelf in all my aflions, in 
fo much, that all who faw me, enquired 
what could be the feafon, which I no 
^•nger fcrupled to difcover; upon which 
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they immediately fent for the Clergyman 
of the Parifli, wh6 took much pains to con. 
yince mc of what he thought fo groundlefs 
an opitiion ; but in vain are all arguments 
$gainft matter of faft. Difputes may 
quench but cannot baffle the fpirit of God, 
tior the tnind once conviflcd of its influ- 
ence : it is a bofom friend, a faithful mo- 
nitor, impartial and not to be biaffed ; which 
fince, I by difputes have vexed and quench- 
ed, I have beet), (Oh! grief to tell!) ti 
fecond Magdalen ; but Chrift on her fmcere 
l^pentance, received and cured even her* 
and as God his been fo merciful to fpare 
my life hitherto, and has done great things 
for my foul's deliverance, I am not faithlefs, 
but believing, that he is the fame God that 
ever he was, whofe hand is not fhortened, 
that he cannot fave, nor his ear heavy that 
be cainnot hear ; but it is my iniquities 
that fej)arate betwixt me and my God, and 
my fins and difobedience that have caufed 
him to turn his face from me ; but though 
I fliould incur the difefleetn of the whole 
world, by obedience to the difcovery of the 
trutbi God forbid J ihould conceal it any 

longer 
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longer from any, for (hould I lie againft 
the light, my wound would be incurable. 
But I will declare it, that I may be refrefh* 
ed ; yea, I will open my mouth in defence 
of the truth which I have delayed long to 
do, or I had not been given up into the 
hand of the enemy, whofe malice feeks 
my life ; but his power goes not farther 
than God permits, who has mercifiilly 
fpared me, and I hope will in his good 
time fet my foul at liberty to bear teflimony 
to the truth, and be his faithful penitent, 
entirely devoted to his fer\'ice, 

FRANCES HENSHAW. 

Now I dared no longer accept any man's 
perfon, neither give flattering titles to man, 
for in fo doing my Maker would foon take 
me away; for what indeed am I that I 
fhould ftand in oppofition to the Almighty ? 
Shall the clay fay to him that formed it, 
why haft thou made me thus ? God fpake 
once, yea twice, but I perceived it not, in 
a dream, in a vifion of the night, when deep 
•fleep fell upon me ; when I was flumbering 
upon my bed, then opened he mine ears 

to 
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to receive inftruftion, to withdraw my 
heart from vanity> and to lead me in the 
way everlafting, to keep back my foul 
from the pit, and my life from the enemy V 
power; but he hath chaftened me with 
multitude of pains and affliftions, fo that 
my life abhoreth bread, and my foul dainty 
meat, becaufe I have rebelled againll the 
will of the Lord, I have not followed the 
commands of my God* But my foul has 
indeed experienced his mercies to be 
boundlefs and unlimited; therefore doth 
{he greatly love and fear him, for fhe to 
whom much is forgiven, gratitude demands 
Ihe fhould love much, for this is the only 
return we can make, or that God requires 
of us ; and fure it is a pleafing talk ; for 
love makes all things eafy, and we love 
not our own fouls if we love not God, 
even to the laying down our lives, if his 
fervice require it, we fhould do it for his 
fake, who fpared not his own Son for our 
fake, to reconcile loft Man to his offended 
Father : Oh ! Let not any one delay re- 
turning to God, or defpair of his mercies, 
oij their fincere repentance; fince I who 

have 

« Digitized by VnOOQlC 



is 

ht\t di^nk of that bittef CUp, liav6 
through mercy received fome glimmerings 
of hope, that God will not caft for ever, 
nor ftiut np his old loVlng kindnefs in dif. 
pleafure, fo as not to pardon, how did he 
receive the prodigal? iNay, tells us there 
is joy in heaven over one finner that re- 
penteth, more than over ninety and nine 
juft perfons that need no repentance. 

If I am not underftood in the terms of a 
fecond Magdalen, I defire farther to ex- 
plain myfelf iii this matter. God has for rea- 
fons beft known to himfelf> I hope for his 
own glory, been pleafed to permit me for a ^- 
year or mdre to be grieved, nay even prcfled 
with an evil fpirit ; whofe power over me 
for fome time was fo abfolute, that it 
drove me to the utmoft extremity and 
defpair. It was with the greateft difficulty 
that I ftrove to reftrain myfelf from com- 
mitting violence on my own life; what 
unfeigned thanks thanks therefore am I 
bound to return to my merciful God, who 
gave not the enemy power to touch my 
,^life, though with malice he fought my 
E . deftru6lion. 
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cfeftruftion. But God cafting an eye of 
mercy and compaflion on my loft ancl de^ 
pk)rable condition, has miraculoully pre- 
fen^ed my life from the enemy's power^ 
and given me alfo a hope that by fincere 
and unfeigned repentance^ he >vill bring 
my foul out of bondage, andy on my hearty 
obedience, reftore the wandering and loft 
Iheep to his favour. Indeed I know no parti- 
cular eircumftance wherein I have offended 
my gracious God,, fo as !o incur this heavy 
punifhment^ except that of rejefting the 
4o£lrine and opinio*! of the Quakers, by 
refufing to join myfelf in their way of 
worfhip, when opportunity offered, which 
I reje6led ; upon which account began my 
affli6):ion and trouble, which daily encreafed^ 
until of late that God is pleafed to offer 
me to open the gate to him that knocks> 
and by feeking him lo be delivered from^ 
my enemy. 

After I had waded for about the fpace 
of two years, through unfpeakable afflic- 
tions of body and mind, it pleafed diving 
Providence to open my way, and caufe roy 
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relations to affent to my joining in fbciety 
with the people called Quakers ; which I 
had not done above three or four months 
before my health was reftored, to the fur- 
prife of all my acquaintance, and my 
mouth was opened in a powerful manner 
in a public teftimony, to the praife of that 
Almighty and all-fufficient arm, that had 
wrought my prefervation and deliverance 
out of the manifold temptations and pro- 
vocations I had had, through unfaithful- 
nefs/ to pafs through. I thus continued 
about fix years, under the proteftlon of 
God, and obedience to the direftion of 
his Holy Spirit, in a happy compofure and 
tranquility of mind ; growing daily in the 
experience of the things of the kingdom* 
and in the increafe of the gift of the 
miniftry committed to me. In this time, I 
had been led to vifit feveral counties in this 
nation, to the fatisfaftioQ of my friends 
and to my own peace, in receiving the 
anfwer of well done in my bofom ! But 
the oppofef of all good, who fecretly^ 
envies the growth of truth, and would 
fupplant the caufe of righteoufnefs by 
E ^ fubtility 
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fubtility and deceit, fought to exalt and 
caufe many to think of me more highly 
than they ought to think. I felt a ftorm 
threaten. And in the ipidft of popularity 
and applaufe, found my mind fecretly called 
down to humility ^nd retirements and 
thereupon withdrew f^o^n Scarborough^ 
where I was on a religious vi(it, as foon 
as the nature of my engagement there per-r 
mitted ; nor dp T know that I joined at al|[ 
with the tempter jn his prefentations in 
inyfeif to lift me up, or took pleafurc in 
hearing the fatisfaflion of friendsi, or what 
the great people expreffed conce^fning my 
inlniflry. Yet I believe the boafter was 
not then fp entirely flaiq in m^, but there 
was the ground of temptation fp far as tq 
prove and work me much trouble, which 
indeed was the cafe ; for from a great de- 
gree of divine favour and approbation, ^ 
cloud was fuflered to interpqfe betwixt me 
^nd my heavenly guide^^ and I feemed as 
one bereft of comfort and almoft pf hope. 
Great, exceeding great was my diftrefs it\ 
this proving feafon ; but the Lord was witl\ 
me though I knew it not, and he was my 

deliverer^ 
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deliverer, and I truft will deliver me to the 
end, and bring me fafely to his hfeavenly 
kingdom, where the wicked will ceafe from 
troubling, and the 'weary and tried foul 
will be at reft. 

In the courfe of this latter affliflion I was 
brought very low, both in body and mind, 
and bewailed the lofs of my beloved day 
^nd night ; nor could I be confpled by any 
thing Ihort pf the return of his favour and 
life-giviqg prefence; it pleafed him at 
times to bre^k in upon my mind, but he 
retired again, as a wayfaring man, that 
llaid but for a night. It pleafed divine 
goodnefs, never to totally to; take from m» 
his Holy Spirit, nor my gift in the miniftry, 
though I waded thro' fuch deep waters, not 
I believe, on my own account altogether ; 
but that mapy through me might hear and 
fear, and give glory to him and him only, 
who created the heavens and the earth, the 
feas and the fountains of water. Scarce 
^ver was a time of more fearching of heart 
amongi: friends, both young and old ; their 
tenciernefs and compaffionate behaviour to 
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me throughout the whole, was worthy of 
the moft grateful remembrance and record : 
nayj what has often caufed my admiration, 
in this fituation, wherein I looked upon 
myfelf as one bereft of all comelinefs, I 
was fought after by feveral of the chiefeft 
perfons in the fociety, as a companion for 
life. One William Paxton, indued with 
every qualification I could defire, found 
me in the covenant of light and life, and 
fleadfallly adhered to his fixed refolution 
10 feek me therein, till through much 
cppofition arifing from a fenfe of my duty, 
and the nature of his intentions, I was 
made his and he mine, in the unchangeable 
covenant of life. The Lord was pleafed 
to blefs us together for the fpace of about 
eight years, in which time I bore him four 
fons ; and after being helped through many 
vifitations of bodily affli6lion, my dear and 
valuable huflband refigned his precious life 
into the hands of him who gave it, with a 
fortitude of patience, becoming a com- 
plete Chriflian—- his life adorned his pro- 
feiBon, and his death crowned all; being 
remarkably folemn, and attended with a 

full 
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full evidence of everlafting gloiy> as well 
as a promife of an eafy or quiet diflblution 
of his body ! Thus lived and thus died 
one of the moft amiable of his fex ; ripe 
for gloryat an age, when few remember' 
their latter end, or take thought for futu- 
Tity. I cannot repine, though the greateft 
lofer of all his acquaintance ; the Lord is 
fufHcient, and as my dear hufband faid to 
me before his departure, would make it 
up to me abundantly, which exprefllons he 
repeated twice or thrice ; and it has been 
fo, the Lord by his prefence has made up 
all deficiencies, and is, and I hope, evef 
will be, my all in all, the chiefeft of ten 
thoufand, unto my foul that waits to be 
cloathed with the beautiful garment of 
clean linen, the righteoufnefs of Chrift, 
that an entrance may be given me into the 
manfions of uninterrupted reft and never- 
fkding glory, where the redeemed of the 
Lord, ling everlafting fongs of praife and 
Hallelujah to the Lord God, and the Lamb, 
who is worthy for ever. 

FRANCES PAXTON. 
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A Testimony from the Monthly Meeting 
of Morley, in Cheshire, concerning 
Frances Dodsaon, whose maiden name 
was Henshaw, and who was married to 
her first husband William Paxton, of 
the City of Durham. 



OUR beloved friend Frances Dodshok^ 
Vas born the isthday of the sd months 
1714^ at Cawden-hall, near Leek, in the 
Moorlands, in StafTordlhire. Her parents 
jpoffeffed a confiderable eftate, and were 
refpeftable menabers of what is called th6 
Church of England ; but they both dying 
in her childhood, the care of her education 
was committed to her Uncle Thomas; 
Sutton : and being favoured with a good 
underflanding, fhe was carefully inftrufled 
in all thofe accomplilhments which were 
fuppofed fuitable to her rank in fociety^ 
and was much efteemed both by her Guar- 
dian and acquaintance. 

About 
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Aii&iti the mih fezt of htt i^, ffie ivas 
religioufly eieh^ifMin her mifld: f-efpe^- 
ing th^ ptiiitiplei; df h^th, ^ pi'tifei^ by 
friends of twhich ihe bee^tfie fd fully and 
iMalitigly t6nv!fifcfed, (though flirougK 
tttxch dppomtioti ffttfh ivJthin and ivit^out) 
that in the moft trjing feafons of hefiife, 
(as fhe was often heard to fay) the foun- 
^tidti thereof cduld never be fhaken. 

Sottri aifttir ffie #a» Uiiiited ih irfemBerftlp 
i«ith ow fdcifety; ftie was called ttf th6 
iifoik of fhe mMiffly, f6t whifch fervici 
flie w* ertiheritiy (jfUalilied, byhei- Lord 
and M^er; artd Jaboiired ftitreh in the e^- 
ercife of her gift, whilft health and ability 
♦rere afforded ; travelling into nioft parts 
of ferigland, Scotland, and \^al'es; her 
openirtgs \t6re clear iritlie doctrine andi 
«uth6rity of the gofpel, and communicatee^ 
with iWely ieal; fhe was frequently led 
to fp6ak to the ftates of individuals, and 
we hkve no doubt her labours have been 
blefled, fa the^fpiritiial help and edificatioo 
of many. 

F In 
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Jn the coyrfe of her warfare through thj> 
vale of tears, Ihe had both fpiritually and 
temporally, to endure a fight of affliftjons; 
jet in ail and through a|l, flie was hiddenjy 
fupported by that arm of everlafling 
llrength, in which fhe h^d mofl fur^Jy 
believe^. 

Her deepeft trials were experienced 
when flie thought the beloved of her foul 
had withdrawn himfelf, or hid his fecc 
from her; the e^^ercife of her fpirit, exr- 
preffmg the language of ^ deeply tried 
fervant— " My righteoufnefs I will hold 
faft^ and mine integrity J wijl nqt let go." 

During the latter part of her time, her 
refidence was at Macclesfield, in Chelhire^ 
with her fon William Paxton. In the 
evening of the 25 th of the 7th month, 
1795, fhe informed his wife, that fhe felt 
more than ufually afflifted ; and in a fhort 
time after, was feized with a paralyti- 
fttoke, which deprived her of fpeech and 
l^odily powers, except the ufe of her left 
hand; yet fhe appeared to thofe about her 
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to be quite fenfible, and often in fervency 
of fpirit with the Lord ; and we have no 
doubt, was happily prepared, to unite with 
thofe whom John the beloved Difciple faw 
in the vifion of light, who came out of 
great tribulation, and had waflied their 
robes, and made them white in the blood 
of the Lamb. 

On the ift of the 8th month, flie quietly 
departed this life, and was decently inter- 
red in Friends burying ground, in Maccles- 
field, the 4th of the fame ; after a large 
and folemn meeting, attended by divers 
Friends from diftant parts, and many others 
not of our Society; aged 78, a Minifter 
about 56 years. 
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A SERIOUS CALL, 



HE Lord has a controvcrfy with his 
people in this prefent age, and is drawing 
near unto judgment, wherein he will plead 
v^th them, and make himfelf known to be 
the power that ought to bear rule, not 
only in heaven, but alfo on earth, in the 
hearts of the children ot men ; and as one 
that has gone through various difpenfa- 
tions, and witneffed the terrors of the Lord 
for fin, I feel a preflure on my fpirit to 
reafon with, and if poffible, to perfuade, 
itty fellow-creatures, efpecially thofe who 
profefs the truth as it is in Jefus, to flee 
as for their lives, from every appearance 
of evil, which if joined with, will inevi- 
tably bring death^ and draw down the 
difpleafure of God fooner or later upon 
the foul; for God is faithful, who will 
render to every man a reward according 
to his works. 

Now, 
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Now, by the things which are feen, 'oiz. 
the beauty and order of the outward crea- 
tion, it is evident to all, whom the God 
of this world hath not blinded, that there 
is a Supreme Power, by whom all things 
were made, and preferved and provided for 
by his providential care, who is infinite 
in wifdom, juftice and mercy, waiting long 
to be gracious, even to thofe who have 
rejefted the fecret reproofs of inftruftion, 
and refufed to liften to the voice of the 
charmer, charm he never fo wifely. Yet 
he has not ceafed to follow, and if there 
be the lead difpofition in the foul, to turn 
to him that fmites would fave from fin, 
and the difmal confequences of it, both 
here and hereafter; for the truth of the 
Apoftle's do6lrine will certainly be verified 
in all ; the wages of fin is death, Rom.vi. 9,S ; 
and as long as it has place, and reigns in 
our mortal bodies, we feel the motions 
and effefts of it drawing down our aflfec- . 
tions from the Almighty Creator, into an 
inordinate love for vifible enjoyments, fuch 
as our fenfes can feed on and be gratified 
with, whilft the foul, the immortal and 

moft 
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moft valuable part in us, groans under the 
weight of divine difpleafure, and finds 
itfelf at an infinite diftance from God, its 
true centre, and altogether a ftranger to 
that peace, which alone can render it happy 
here, and give an admittance into glory 
hereafter. 

This according to my experience, I 
apprehend to be the ftate the Apoftle fpoke 
of, refpe6iing fuch as live without God 
in the world, in the indulgence and gra- 
tification of their fenfual appetites, being 
lovers of pleafure more than lovers of 
God, than which I know not a more 
wretched and miferable Hate on this fide 
eternity ; to be a flave. to the three great 
deftruftive enemies to our prefent and 
future peace, (the luft of the eye, the luft 
of the flefli, and the pride of life). What 
perfon in whom any fpark of light, or 
rcfjeftion remains, would not rather choofe 
to bow to the power that . offers redemp- 
tion ? though it be in the way of clofe 
judgment, and an^ abfplute crofs to, and 
total forfaking of thofe beloved lufls and 

darling 
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cbrling tndiiistioiis that hav^ fa^retdforc 
prevailed^ and brought us into captivity to 
the law of fin and death. Under \vhich im 
an agony of fpirit we stre made to cry 
tmt-^O ! wretched man that I am, ^r. 

This at one time or oeher will be the 
fiate of all ; in as much as all have (inned 
^nd come flmrt of the glory of God, all 
xioft know a paffing as through death into 
Hie, and witnefs the body of fin to be 
deflrdyed in th^m by the fpirit of judg- 
nenH and of burning, before diey can 
witnrefs reconciliation and peace with God> 
w»bofe controverfy ha& been againft fih id 
ally in every age and difpenfation. And 
I would- queuy of the moft obftitlare 
ofiendevr what pleafbre the woite of i^\* 
quity afFofd ? When the juft judgni^ntfr df 
God are r6\^aled in the foul^ and ai^ ex($^ 
cated on the body of fin' the fratifgt^i8n^ 
BiEiture, to which divine wrath i^ due, and 
when the Are of the woid^ lays hold of that 
part in. us which is Tor the fire, it tells us 
in a language wUete our iU^ngeft argu- 
ments 
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tnetits are not able to confute — That the 
wages of Jin is death. 

Thefe few hints concerning the nature 
and tendency of fin, might be fufficient 
to fuch as have an ear to hear, and are 
not ftifling convi6lion ; but there are 
a fet of men, for whom my foul has 
mourned in fecret before the Lord, itt 
• whom the love of pleafure is fo prevalent, 
that it is the deity they bow to^ and the 
only one they defire to know and ferve, 
being agreeable to the natural inclinations; 
and when any checks of confcience or 
fecret whifpers in the foul, are adminif- 
tered by the true God, they feek to ftifle 
them, and by calling to their affiftance the 
-weak weapons of human reafon, endea- 
vour to be wife above what is written, and 
arm themfelves with arguments againil the 
pleadings of God, by his good fpirit in 
themfelves, and alfo what proceeded from 
it, through the Prophets and Apoftles; 
and like the wicked hulband-men, are not 
content with executing their malice on the 
fervants, but when the fon appears, they 
G fay 

Digitized by VnOOQlC 



50 

fty in iheir hevais, (which famgaage God 
hates) this is the heir^ coine> let us kill 
him, &c. This inward revelation of the 
Son of God ilrikes at the vcly root of our 
helo\€d at^ inordinate pdiSans, and will 
iiot fuffer iis to gratify them without re- 
tlrtorfe, who can endure it? fay they, 
let Us arifi^ and mufler up all our fbree 
leigainfi it> that if poffible, we may fup- 
|>fefs or overpower it, and be Lords of 
4)urfelves, and indulge pur own inclinati-- 
^ns, without being thus perpetually r*- 
<|>roved and re(fari£led by an higher power. 

Thus poor man wanders from God, and 
ilrives 10 be ignorant of his power manL ' 
hefted in the foul, that like a wretched 
outlaw h0 j»ay rove at large, and ^m with 
impunity, yet, even to fuch, wifdom 
uttera her voice faying-^how long, yje 
£mp)ie ones, will ye love fimplicily, &c. 
Why ft) hafty in purfuit of deClru£lion ? 
Stop a whil^^ turn yet at my reproof, come 
under my difcipline, and I will pour forth 
of my fpint upon you, make known my 
ways unto you, and guide your feet in the 
way of peace. 
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Thus God calls by the roicc of his Sbn, 
the wifdom that was Whh him. before the 
world was formed^ and the chofen means 
or ihftruraent to convey the true know- 
ledge of Grod to man, which means whoi- 
foevcr flights or rejefls, renders falvation 
from (in here impoffible, ^nd confequently 
muft inherit the wrath due to k hereafter : 
for however we may flatter or amufe our- 
felves whiid in the purfuit of folly, W0 
ihallaflurediy, when the heat of paflion is 
a little abated, hear the voice which in 
the cool of the day called to Adam after bis 
tranfgreffion, and if attention be given to 
it^ will convince us of fin, and where 
power to overcome it is to be met with, 
tven in his name, and through faith in his 
power, who now appears inwardly as a 
reprover to put an end to fin, &c. Thus 
by grace we come to witnefs a being faved 
-through faith, and that not of ourfelves^ 
it is the gift of God, not in our power nor 
at our command, but adminifiered whea 
and how he pleafetb. 

G^ And 
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And it hath been manifeft to the expe- 
rience of fome, that when fin has pre- 
vailed, and the offers of grace been 
rejefted, it has pleafed God to leave fuch for 
a time, to let them fee their own wretch- 
ednefs and infufficiency, to overcome their 
own corrupt nature, and the temptatiors 
of that dark power that feeks their deflruc- 
lion, and fuits all his baits to the inclinar 
tions of fuch, as by refufing the means of 
help, unhappily fall under his dominion, 
and are permitted for ^ time to be led capr 
(ive at his will. 

This, ^as ! is the flate of ^any, fom? 
9f whom are fo far darkened, that they 
^no>^ it not, others, beholding their mifer 
Table condition, and the need t]>ey are i^ 
of a Saviour, are brought to Iqpk on him^ 
%yhom they have pierced ajjd mourn 
pver him, yet cannot witnefs i^emiifion of 
jfins through his name, npr reconciliation 
\/ith God, until he be pleafed tp appear 
on their behalf, as a mediator, and^ advo- 
cate their caufe with offended juflice. 
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Thus when we have finned, rauft we 
come to witnefs an advocate with the 
Father, even Jefus Chrift the righteous, 
who is the propitiation for our fins, &c. 
Neither can we find falvation in any other 
name or power; for when he ceafes to 
operate by his grace and good fpirit in the 
foul, the works of falvation muft ceafe or 
ftand ftill, until he is pleafed again to 
appear: the truth of which I have been 
brought to expcrieiioe, having been fa- 
voured with the help of the fpirit, and 
alfo proved with the withdra wings of it ; 
during which I have found to my inexpref- 
fible forraW, that no work, how good 
foever in itfelf, has foupd acceptance with 
God, nor brought peace and fatisfaflioh td 
me ; the cauffe whereof I have been led 
to fearch into ; but the councils of God 
^re deep, a.i>d when the light, which makes 
manifeft, is withdrawn, we grope as per- 
fons in the dark, and are utterly incapable 
of underftanding the myftery of Godlinefe, 
though we fi^el ihfi myftery of injqiiity 
working in us, in the manner ej^prefled by 
the Apoftle, firft, in conception, which, 

if 
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if not timdy fupprefled, will be brought 
forth into aftion; and that ^vi ill inevitably be 
attended with condemnation. 

Thus, when Iu(l hath conceived, it bring* 
eth forth fin and fin finifhed, bringeth 
forth death : and the place of reception 
and produ£l for this gradual growth of evil 
is, the heart of man in its degenerate flate, 
wherein it is deceitful above all things, and 
inclines to evil, and if not given up to 
that power, that can fearch and cleanfe it, 
is defperately wicked, for having the feeds 
of evil in it, the produ^ will be of the 
fame nature, until by the wafliing of re- 
generation, it comes to be purified and 
created anew in Chrifi; Jefus, unto good 
defires, which if cheri(hed^ will produce 
good words and works* 

Thus as evil has had its gradual growth 
in fhe heart, it coities to be fupprefled by 
the work of the new creation, that where 
iin has abounded, grace, as it is received 
and fuffered, freely to operate will much 
more abound. 

Happy 
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Happy change indeed! and greatly to 
.be defired, and that all mankind may come 
to witnefs it, is my earned requeft to the 
Author of every good and perfeft gift. 

Having on this fubjefl enlarged beyond 
my expeftation, Ihall leave it to the ferious 
confideration of my fellow creatures, and 
if by making application to the fpirit, 
which feeks the good of all, and would 
fan£lify and fave all, the leall benefit may 
accrue to any perfon ; may God have the 
glory, the leaft meafure of whofe favour 
is more precious to me than efteem or 
approbation of the world, which I have 
neither fought nor defired, in thus expofing 
my thoughts, but in plainne& and iimpli- 
city wrote my experience. 

KENDAL, 10, 2d MO, 1744* 



^ ^viu 
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